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Good Days in Transylvania – 1941-1945

My father, Lieutenant Colonel 
József Ginzery, was a career 

soldier in the Hungarian Army

My grandfather, Sandor
/



Good Days in Transylvania – 1941-1945



After the war starts - 1941

MY FATHER GOES TO THE FRONT



During the War



TRENCH ART



Drawings



The war reaches us

RUSSIAN INVASION 1944 - 1945



My Father is a POW



DURING IMPRISONMENT

MY FATHER’S CARVINGS



Money is worthless



Destruction of Budapest

Historical Buda castle and palace complex of the Hungarian 

Kings in Budapest. It was first completed in 1265, although 

the massive Baroque palace today occupying most of the site 

was built between 1749 and 1769. The complex in the past 

was referred to as The Royal Palace.

Clearing of the ruins began almost immediately after World War II, 

but the restoration of the palace was not undertaken.

After the defeat of the 1956 revolution, the solidified Kádár regime 

intended a more cultural function for the palace after its restoration. 

The castle now houses the Hungarian National Gallery and the 

Budapest Historical Museum.

The siege of Budapest was one of the most brutal battles 

of World War II, with the Castle District suffering the 

greatest damage. Only 1,400 of the approximately 6,500 

flats standing in the vicinity of Castle Hill remained intact. 

Buda Castle was the last major stronghold of the Nazi 

and Hungarian troops. The main entrance to the castle 

was destroyed - and never rebuilt. 

And the devastation continued after the war: the communist 

dictatorship destroyed many buildings for ideological reasons, 

even though they could have been saved or rebuilt. Many 

iconic buildings, including several churches and the Castle 

Garden, fell victim to communist "restoration". 

Buda Castle, Budapest, Hungary



Destruction of Budapest

Matthias Church was built in the 13th century, 

and since then it has been extended and rebuilt 

so many times: each era, style, ruler and Castle 

siege has left its mark on the building. 

During World War II, the city suffered serious damages, but 

fortunately, there were treasures that they managed to save. Such 

was the case with the stained-glass windows made by Bertalan 

Székely and Károly Lotz, which were hidden from the church 

during the war, so the originals can still be seen on the southern 

side of the church.

During World War II the church was badly damaged. 

Matthias Church was used as a camp by the Germans 

and Soviets in 1944-1945 during the Soviet occupation of 

Hungary. 

Matthias Church, Budapest, Hungary



Destruction of Budapest

The foundation stone of the Chain Bridge is 

located under the bridgehead in Pest. It was laid 

down 180 years ago, on the afternoon of 24 

August 1842,

The Széchenyi Chain Bridge and Buda Castle in ruins after 

World War II (1946). In World War II, the bridge was blown up on 

18 January 1945 by the retreating Germans during the Siege of 

Budapest, with only the towers remaining. 

Széchenyi Chain Bridge Budapest, Hungary

It was rebuilt and reopened in 1949.



God brings my father home

1948



LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM



LIFE UNDER COMMUNISM



REVOLUTION - 1956



MAKING PLANS FOR A NEW LIFE



TIME IN AUSTRIA

Altkettenhof Schloss



TIME IN AUSTRIA



TIME IN KAMMER/ATTERSEE

Hungarian Middle School



TIME IN KAMMER/ATTERSEE

Hungarian Middle School, Kammer/Attersee



MY PATH TO THE USA



Hungary as a country before & After
WWI & WWII



The Ginzery 
Family



To infinity and beyond!



Recommended viewing

http://maryandgeza.com website

Moscow on the Hudson with Robin Williams – available thru SALs

The Pianist with Adrian Brody – available thru SALs

http://maryandgeza.com/
https://pac.sals.edu/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=1.1033.0.0.3&pos=1&cn=658932
https://pac.sals.edu/polaris/search/title.aspx?ctx=1.1033.0.0.3&pos=1&cn=510529


Hungarian Alphabet
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